
 

Doomed Wuv’s Embwace 

On a list of history’s most famous doomed lovers, 

Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet would surely fill a slot. 

“Eyes look your last!” Romeo cries out as he takes his 

own life, believing his Juliet already gone (V.iii.112). If 

he cannot live without her, then he cannot live at all. 

Then, of course, there is Lancelot and Guinevere. Mark 

Antony and Cleopatra. Rick and Ilsa. The list of doomed 

lovers goes on, but who would take the top spot of all-

time most tragic love affairs? There is one couple likely 

to be omitted from such a list, but who might actually 

have a legitimate claim to the title: Bugs Bunny and 

Elmer Fudd. Granted, the wascally wabbit and 

dimwitted hunter comedy duo have a history of 

pratfalls, backfired shotgun blasts, and general 

absurdity, but in the Chuck-Jones-directed classic 

animated short, “What’s Opera, Doc?”, Elmer displays a 

level of forlorn sorrow unmatched in the annals of art, 

history, and literature. Primarily intended as a parody of 

classic opera, Chuck Jones’ “What’s Opera, Doc?” also 

serves as a heartfelt depiction of doomed romance. In 

just under seven minutes, Elmer experiences the key 

elements of tragic love: passion, betrayal, and regret. 

Your hook gets your 
reader’s attention. No 
one should say “Uh, no 
duh,” or “Um, who 
cares?” after reading 
your hook. The hook 
does not necessarily 
need to be taken from 
what you’re writing  

about. Some hooks you may 
want to try are... 
 A surprising fact or statistic 

 A controversial point-of-
view, statement, or quotation 

 An interesting historical, 
political, or literary reference 

 A thought-provoking 
rhetorical question 

Your link lets your audience 
know how your hook is 
related to your thesis. It’s 
also the place where you 
should introduce the author 
and title of the text you’re 
analyzing. 

Your thesis is what you are 
trying to prove. It should be 
“L.A.M.E.” 

 Limited (not too broad) 
 Arguable (something that 

could be disagreed with) 
 Meaningful (interesting) 

 Exact (avoid vague language 
like “bad,” “nice”) 

Previews the topic of each body 
paragraph. 



 

 Although life-long enemies, Elmer finds himself 

falling head-over-heels in love with Bugs soon after 

“What’s Opera, Doc?” begins. Amidst towering cliffs, 

raging storms, soaring shadows, and the grand, 

thundering score of Wagner’s The Ring of the Nibelung, 

Elmer asks the audience to be “vewy quiet” because he 

is “hunting wabbits” (“What’s Opera, Doc?”). The chase 

is on, and Bugs quickly dons the costume of Brunhilde 

and mounts a stupendously plump mare. Elmer finds 

the sight of Brunhilde Bunny intoxicating and falls 

deeply, madly in love with her at first sight. “You’re so 

wuvwy,” Elmer croons, pleading, “Oh, Bwunhilde, be 

my wuv!” (“What’s Opera, Doc?”). Surely, any man who 

falls this hard, this quickly for a rabbit has been gripped 

by passion’s embrace, and as Elmer and Bugs begin 

ballet dancing, the audience gets the feeling that this 

love story is meant to last. Unfortunately, this sense of 

inevitability is the very thing that fuels all such doomed 

romances. 

 Once the fire of doomed love’s passion ignites, 

the heartbreak of betrayal cannot be so far behind. 

After much flirtatious prancing, Bugs ascends a tall 

staircase and collapses onto an ornate divan. Elmer 

Each body paragraph is made up of a series of points. Your first point is your topic 
sentence. This point is more general, and states the main idea of the paragraph. 

To present your evidence, you 
need to set it up—provide 
context so your audience knows 
what’s going on. In this set-up, 
the author provides a 
description of the setting and 
explains what’s going on in the 
plot. Assume that your 
audience needs a brief reminder 
of what happened. 

Illustration is evidence—
something from the text that 
proves your point. Evidence is 
usually a quotation, but can 
also be a summary of a specific 
event, character trait, plot 
device, etc. All evidence needs 
to be appropriately cited. 

Your explanation shows exactly 
how your illustration (evidence) 
relates to your argument. It’s 
your analysis, your point-of-
view, your opinion. You should 
use the same words and phrases 
that you used in your bridge to 
make the connection clear. In 
this case, the author is 
explaining how their evidence 
illustrates their point about 
passion. You should have a transition 

between each body paragraph. Go  
beyond one-word transitions and use entire sentences to move from 
one idea to the next. 



 

follows, singing, “Weturn, my wuv, a wonging burns 

deep inside me” (“What’s Opera, Doc?”). He embraces 

his true love, and together, they sing, “Won’t you 

weturn my wuv, for my wuv is yours!” (“What’s Opera, 

Doc?”). And that is when the unthinkable happens: 

Bugs’ horned helmet slips off and plinks down the 

steps. Elmer realizes the depth of his love’s betrayal, 

and in a fit of unbridled rage, cries out, “I’ll kill the 

wabbit!” (“What’s Opera, Doc?”). Using his magic 

helmet, he calls for “typhoons, huwicanes, 

eawthquakes, SMOG!” (“What’s Opera, Doc?”). 

Lightning does indeed “stwike” the “wabbit” (“What’s 

Opera, Doc?”), a symbolic representation of Elmer’s 

anger at being betrayed. Bugs is dead, and Elmer must 

come to terms with the sin he has committed. 

 All that is left for Elmer is to contemplate his 

actions and be crushed by the overwhelming regret 

that he feels. He finds Bugs’ corpse prone on a slab of 

rock, drops of rain simulating the tears he is unable to 

weep. “What have I done?” Elmer asks (“What’s Opera, 

Doc?”). He is left to bemoan his actions—actions that 

will haunt him for the rest of his life, and, possibly, 

beyond to Valhalla. “Poor wittle bunny,” he whispers as 

Describes how the betrayal 
happens. Proves to the audience 
that Bugs/Brunhilde betrays 
Elmer. 

Reminds the audience that the 
evidence shows betrayal, one of 
the key elements of tragic love. 

Describes how Elmer reacts to 
the betrayal. Proves that he acts 
like someone who has been 
betrayed. 

Reminds the audience that the 
evidence shows betrayal, one of 
the key elements of tragic love. 

Links what’s been described in 
this paragraph 
(betrayal and 

Bugs’ death) to the next 
paragraph’s topic (regret). 

To avoid repetition, you can use 
words or phrases that are 
synonyms for (mean the same 
thing as) the exact word or 
phrase you used in your thesis. 
“Bemoan his actions” means the 
same thing as “regret.” Make 
sure to be precise. 



 

he picks up his love’s broken body and carries it off to 

the mountains (“What’s Opera, Doc?”). “Well,” Bugs 

asks the audience as Elmer carries him away, “what did 

you expect in an opera? A happy ending?” Certainwy 

not, poor wittle wabbit. Certainwy not. 

 “What’s Opera, Doc?” demonstrates the majesty 

and tragedy of classic doomed love, and in doing so, 

points out how cartoons can illustrate significant 

literary themes. In one Tom and Jerry short, Tom finds 

himself at the gates of heaven after being crushed to 

death by a piano. He has one hour, he is informed, to 

make amends with Jerry before being sent to hell for all 

eternity. Such a cartoon makes audience-goers wonder 

what their purpose on Earth is, particularly when it 

comes to their relationships with others. And what 

about Casper? All Casper wants is to be friendly, and 

yet his ghostly comrades insist that he go out and scare 

people. The crisis being addressed here seems to be, 

whether to go along with the crowd, or to do what’s 

right. Does Popeye deserve to be hero-worshipped—or 

drug-tested? Perhaps the answer to many of life’s 

mysteries can be found on Saturday mornings, sitting in 

front of the television while eating a bowl of cereal. 

This section of the 
explanation connects the 
evidence to the broader point 
of the thesis—that “What’s 
Opera, Doc?” is a depiction of 
doomed romance. There is no 
happy ending, as the 
quotation from Bugs makes 
clear. Your explanation must 
connect your evidence either 

to the specific point you’re making in your paragraph, or 
to your overall argument. 

Start your conclusion by briefly 
summarizing your main 
argument to give the audience a 
sense of closure. 

The rest of your 
conclusion 
should tell your 
audience the 
answer to these 
questions: “So 
what? Why 
should I care? 
How does this 
affect me?” Give 
them something 
to ponder.  

Original essay and annotations by John Cowlins: 

http://goo.gl/AUWyry 

 


